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Location review 

River Lea House is a three bedded children’s home, it is a large, detached bungalow in a residential 
area. There are homes either side of the house and behind is a school field. There are five bedrooms, 
three bedrooms for the young people and two which are used as staff bedrooms. Two of the children’s 
bedrooms are on the ground floor, both bedrooms upstairs have an ensuite one of which is for a 
young person the other is the staff bedroom and has the dual use as an office. 
 
To the rear of the home there is a large open plan kitchen/living area, overlooking the garden with 
patio doors leading to the large patio and garden area. There is also a smaller lounge at the front of 
the house for people to utilise should they want some privacy. There is a ground floor bathroom which 
has a shower, bath, toilet and sink.  
 
The front of the property is approached through low level brick driveway, offering ample parking at 
the front and side of the house. There is a small walkway to get up the right of the house and the left 
side is wide enough to fit cars, there are gates at the back to add some privacy. The street has 
streetlights that come on when the sunsets and stays on until midnight. 
 

Building 
 

The home has good sized rooms allowing for enough space for the three children and team members, 

including 2 communal areas, one of which is a small sensory room.  

The home is not equipped to accommodate severe physical disabilities without adaption. 

There is a good-sized rear garden with a side gate allowing access to the property in the case of 

emergencies. The fire meeting area will be located at the front of the property across the road due to 

the short driveway which is visible to all and will regularly be explained to young people and visitors to 

the home. 

The front of the property has parking facilities, in December 2020, single yellow lines were put along 

Warden hill to discourage parents from blocking the road when collecting their children from the 

school. This impacts us as between 08:00 – 09:30 and between 14:00 – 16:00 we must ensure if we 

have visitors that there is sufficient room on the drive.  

The home does not have CCTV however this can be discussed with social workers and Ofsted if the 

need arises. The home has a Ring doorbell and young people’s bedroom doors will have door sensors 

(which will only be used if necessary) (both of these monitoring systems are detailed within the homes 

statement of purpose). 

 

 



 

 

Health and Safety  

An external health and safety audit and fire risk assessment has been completed by a qualified 
external agency; any actions identified have been completed.  These documents will be reviewed by 
external auditors annually.  

  
The home will complete weekly health and safety and fire checks, these will be recorded onto the 
homes electronic recording system- Sue Solutions. In addition, the manager will be responsible for 
monitoring these checks as part of their monthly internal auditing.  
 
All team members will be trained in fire safety. 

 
Local area and amenities  
 
The home is located on the outskirts of Luton, in the Warden Hill area. It is also within easy reach of 
commuter routes, such as the M1 and the A6. The train from the city centre can go straight to 
London’s King Cross in around 30 minutes. River Lea is situated within walking distance of excellent 
amenities, such as a small convenience store and pharmacy. Within a ten-minute walk is a Sainsburys, 
this is in the Bramingham area where our local GP is based. At the bottom of our road we have a 
Homebase, a drive through Costa and Aldi. 
  
The town centre is a 10 to 15-minute drive where there is a shopping centre, cinema, bowling alley, 
various supermarkets. Within the shopping centre there are various clothes and home stores and 
restaurants.  There is a bus stop at the bottom of the road that can take you into town, the nearest 
train station is Leagrave Station which is less than two miles away.  

 

Activities and places to visit 

Outdoors / Parks - Whipsnade tree Cathedral, Stockwood Discovery Centre, Farm Wardown Park, The 

River Lea, Galley and Warden Hills Reserve Walk, Cowslip Meadow Nature Reserve, Warden Hill 

Playground, Bramingham Park Playground. Bramingham park is around a fifteen-minute walk and 

offers the best facilities locally that we can walk to.  

Activities - Sunshine riding school, Woburn Safari Park, Cinema, Tenpin Bowling, South Beds Golf 

Course, Theatre, Library, Hat Factory Arts Centre, Ray’s Place Pool. 

Clubs – Go Bowling, Youthscape, Vauxhall Table Tennis Club, ACS Martial Arts, Bounce, Tokko, 

Doorstep Sports Club, Rangers Girl Guiding North Division, Street & Hip Dance Club, FUN football club 

in Leighton Buzzard.  

Sports – Inspire Active Luton (swimming pool, tennis courts and gym), Luton Higashi Karate Club, 

Warden Hill Cricket Ground, Taekwondo Martial Arts School. 



 

 

Shopping - Luton Mall, Gypsy Lane Retail Park (Hobbycraft, Superdrug, Argos, B&M, Next, Poundland, 

Halfords, The Food Warehouse, McDonalds and Starbucks). There is an Aldi at the bottom of the road 

and a Sainsbury’s ten minutes away.



 

 

 

Local Youth Clubs 

Name Address and contact details Additional info 

TOKKO 7 Gordon St, Luton LU1 2QP. 

01582 544990 

In town centre. 

Youthscape 74 Bute St, Luton LU1 2EY 

0 1582 877220 

In town centre. 

Kids4action Unit 26, Apex Business 
Centre, Boscombe Road, 

Dunstable, LU5 4SB 

SEN club.  

 
 

Crime statistics and collection of local data 
 

Crime Statistics for LU2 7AE 

 

- On the 28th March 2022, River Lea were notified by Luton Police of an assault that happened on the 17th 
March between 17:30-18:00 in the predicted area of the home. No further information was given and River 
Lea were unable to help with their enquiries.  

- On 15/04/22 our neighbours (number 13) informed us their car got broken into and asked us to check if we 
had a any footage from the doorbell, we informed them it doesn’t record unless pressed. Team made aware 
to vigilant and ensure cars are locked.  



 

 

Details of police community support officers (PCSO) for the area  

Ionela Chirisi 
ionela.chirisi@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Safeguarding concerns 

There are no major concerns about the locality in which the home is based. There are low levels of 
crime, and the area is not highlighted by the local neighbourhood team as an area of concern. Marsh 
Farm and Bury Park have been identified as local areas associated with higher risks relating to gang 
crime and should be avoided at night time. Our local specialist school Woodlands is based in Marsh 
Farm, it would not be recommended to explore outside this area aside from school drop offs. 

 
There are no concerns of young people being drawn into gang crime or anti-social behaviour in the 
area as a result of the locality of the home. The home’s location does not increase the potential for 
children to be targeted for exploitation. The location of the home this will however be assessed on an 
individual basis and reviewed regularly and will form part of the initial impact risk assessment for any 
new young people. 
 

Accessibility to local services 

 

Local service  Contact details (inc email address/ links and 
names) 

Additional information 

Doctors  Bramingham Park Medical Centre, 

Lucas gardens, Luton 

01582 597737 

https://braminghamparkmedicalcentre.com/ 

0.5 miles from River Lea 

Dentist  Bramingham Dental Clinic 

1st Floor, Freeman Avenue, Luton LU3 4AD 

01582 490410 

https://www.braminghamdental.com/ 

1.0 miles from River Lea 

Opticians  Specasavers 

36 George Street 

Luton LU1 2AZ 

 

3.0 miles from River Lea.  

mailto:ionela.chirisi@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
https://www.braminghamdental.com/


 

 

Accident & 
Emergency  

Luton & Dunstable 

NHS Foundation Trust, The L&D Hospital, 
Lewsey Rd, Luton LU4 0DZ 

01582 491166 

 

NHS support  Via 111 

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-
services/the-nhs-app/help/  

 

Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health 
Services (CAMHS) 

CAMHS 

Charter House, Alma St, Luton LU1 2PJ 

01525 638613/638614. 

https://camhs.elft.nhs.uk/ 

 

CHUMS 

Wrest Park Enterprise Centre, Wrest Park, 
Bedfordshire, MK45 4HS 

01525 836924 

http://chums.uk.com/ 

 

Police-  

999 for all 
emergencies  

Non- emergency 101 

Police station  

Luton Police Station, 

Buxton Road, Luton 

LU1 1SD 

Local Neighbourhood Policing Team – PCSO  

Ionela Chirisi 

Ionela.Chirisi@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

Opening times: 

Tuesday 10am – 2pm. 

Thursday 10am – 2pm. 

Sunday 9am – 5pm. 

Fire service 

999 in emergency  

Local fire station in Luton 

Stopsley Community Fire Station 

Stopsley, Luton, LU2 9AD 

 

Main fire station  

Luton Fire Station 

https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/the-nhs-app/help/
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/the-nhs-app/help/
https://camhs.elft.nhs.uk/
http://chums.uk.com/


 

 

Studley Rd, Luton, LU3 1BB 

01234 845000 

Local Safeguarding 
Board 

LSCB Business Unit Office, Town Hall, Gordon 
Street Entrance, Luton LU1 2BQ 

01582 547624 / 01582 547590 

Lutonlscb@luton.gov.uk 

MASH – mash@luton.gcsx.gov.uk 
 

If any concerns are raised 

about a young person or about 

a location this would be 

directed to the duty 

safeguarding manager on 

duty. 

 

Missing from Home 
(MFH) services  

 

Bedfordshire Police – Missing Team 

Telephone: 01234 846972 / 842643 / 842818 
/ 842642 

Email: 
missingpersons@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

 

Local 
CSE/CCE/Trafficking 
services 

 

CSE Concerns  

LCSB - 01582 547653 

FACES - https://faces.org.uk/ 

Admin@faces.org.uk 

 

https://www.catch-
22.org.uk/our-services/ 

Youth Offending 
Services 

 Youth Offending Service 

Ground Floor, The Albany 4, Cardiff Road, 
Luton, LU1 1PP 

Tel: 01582 547900 or out of hours emergency 
0870 2385465 

Email: yot@luton.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Lutonlscb@luton.gov.uk
mailto:mash@luton.gcsx.gov.uk
mailto:missingpersons@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
https://faces.org.uk/
mailto:Admin@faces.org.uk
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/our-services/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/our-services/


 

 

Places of worship 
 

Place of Worship Location 

Luton United Synagogue 656 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8SE 

Bramingham Park Church Bramingham Park, Freeman Ave, Luton LU3 4BL 

Luton Hindu Temple and Community 
Centre 

Lewsey Farm, Hereford Raod, Luton LU4 0PS 

Saint John's Methodist Church 6 Birdsfoot Ln, Luton LU3 2DG 

Guru Nanak Gurdwara 
2A Dallow Rd, Luton LU1 1LY 

Hockwell Ring Masjid 
13-17 Barley Lane. Luton. Beds LU4 9HT 

Luton Central Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church 

1 North St, Luton LU2 7QD 

 

 

 



 

 

Local schools and colleges 

Name  Address and contact details- inc email 
address 

Bramingham Primary School Address: Freeman Ave, Luton LU3 4BL 

Phone: 01582 617500 

Woodlands - Marsh Farm - Specialist School - 
Rated Outstanding 

Address: Northwell Dr, Luton LU3 3SP 

Phone: 01582 572880 

woodlands.sec.admin@lbc.luton.sch.uk 

Weatherfield Academy - Dunstable 

Specialist School 

Address: 116 Brewers Hill Rd, Dunstable LU6 
1AF 

Phone: 01582 605632 

school@weatherfield.beds.sch.uk 

Chiltern School - Two Campuses - One in 
Dunstable, One in Houghton Regis. 

Specialist school up to age 19 

Address: Beech Road, Dunstable, Beds, LU6  
Phone: 01582 667106  

Kingsland Campus, Parkside Drive, Houghton 
Regis, LU5 5PX  

Phone: 01582 866972 

school@chiltern.beds.sch.uk 

Oak Bank Specialist School - Leighton Buzzard 

Rated - Outstanding 

Oak Bank School, Sandy Lane, Leighton 
Buzzard, Bedfordshire, LU7 3BE. 

Tel: 01525 374 559 

Email: schooloffice@oakbank.beds.sch.uk 

Cardinal Newman Catholic school Warden Hill Rd, Luton, Bedfordshire, LU2 
7AE 

Phone: 01582 597125 

admin@cardinalnewmanschool.net 



 

 

Barnfield College Address: New Bedford Rd, Luton LU2 7BF 

Phone: 01582 569569 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Risk assessment and risk management 
Risk calculator 

Extent 

1 = low risk   2 = medium risk 3 = High risk 

Probability 

1 = unlikely 2 = probable 3 = high probability 

Times by probability and extent of harm to get overall score   123456789 

 

Risk  

 

Risk management strategies 

 

Probability 

of harm 

occurring  

 

Extent of 

current 

harm / 

hazard 

 

Overall risk 

rating  

 

Local Precinct  

Risks: 
CSE  
Anti-social 

behaviour 

Drugs and alcohol 

County Lines 

 

Local shops are 

also areas where 

anti-social 

behaviour can 

occur. 

 

 

River Lea House - have neighbouring shops 

such as Morrisons local, Aldi, Homebase 

and Sainsburys. A short drive away there is 

an Asda and Sainsburys supermarket. All 

local shops have CCTV and security 24 

hours.  

There are no shops on the street where the 

home is located, this is a residential 

setting.   

There is a school and the playing field is 

situated behind the home. Teenagers can 

be unkind or offer verbal abuse. 

At the top of Warden Hill Road there is a 

golf course.  It has been said that 

sometimes there can be unsavoury 

characters there at night. 

Depending on the child’s level of 

understanding they will be supported to 

understand risks around them, individual 

risk assessments will be completed 

accordingly. 

2 
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Whilst maintaining a balance of 

encouraging Independence and managing 

this risk, the young person will have adult 

support if they are going out into the 

community as per individual risk 

assessments. 

Sunshine Riding 

school. 

Our next door neighbour informed us of 

some potential ‘drug dealing’ activity may 

take place at the top of the hill at night 

time.  

If in the event that an incident does occur, 

this is witnessed or heard of then this will 

be reported to the local neighbourhood 

officers. 

The home has an outdoor light at the back 

and the side of the house, providing light 

when staff and young people are exiting 

and returning to the home. 

2 
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The Local park 

Risks: 

CSE  
Anti-social 

behaviour 

Drugs and alcohol 

County Lines 

Such venues have 

been identified 

where grooming 

and exploitation 

may occur.  

 

 

 

The staff team are aware of the risks 

involved if/when a young person goes 

missing from their care. All staff will have 

read and understood the missing child 

policy and the procedures put in place 

within the home. 

During recreational activities, staff would 

be supporting the child or young person to 

ensure their safety, to ensure they enjoy 

and achieve activities, and are protected 

from harm. 

Key work sessions will involve engaging 

with the child or young person in order to 

raise their awareness in relation to the 

possibility of being at risk when out in the 

community 

 

 

 

 

 

Lo 
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Busy Road -  

 

As we are placed right by a secondary 

school, the road in front of the home can 

be very busy during school pick up hours - 

In the morning (8am-9am) and afternoon 

(2.30pm-3:15pm). Lots of cars will park up 

and down the road. Outside of these times, 

the road is relatively quiet. 

Staff will ensure children and young people 

are supported to cross the road and are 

supported to build upon their road safety 

skills.  

1 3 3 

We have these 

children’s homes 

locally: 

Wycombe Way 

The Brambles 

(Buckle Close LU3)  

We have reached out to our local PCSO – 

Ionela, she has informed me that they have 

not had any concerns relating to any 

homes and that there are not many local to 

us. She also said there are not many other 

areas to aware of aside from Marsh Farm 

and Bury Park. 

2 2 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Consultation with local services 

Date  Local 

service  

Type of communication  Comments/ 

Feedback  

Actions  

10.06.20 PCSO 

Ionela Chirisi 

Via Email to 

ionela.chirisi@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 

Was invited 

to home but 

unable to 

visit. Advised 

there is 

another 

home nearby 

but no 

problems. 

Location 

risk 

assessment 

reviewed/ 

no changes 

required 

15.07.20 Local 

safeguarding 

designated 

officer 

(LADO) 

 

01582 548069 or 

LADO@luton.gcsx.gov.uk 

Was invited 

to visit the 

home and 

have an 

introduction 

meeting  

No 

response 

received. 

 

 

Consultation with neighbours 

The home has started to establish relationships with the neighbours either side of the home, this will 

be built upon time. On May 29th 2020 Lauren and Lyndsay informed the neighbours either side of the house 

(number 7 and number 13) that number 11 will be a Children’s Home. Although both were initially surprised 

there were some good discussions and concerns were put to rest – we explained due to being in a residential 

area we would take children that would cause minimal disruption to the neighbourhood (e.g. not highly 

aggressive so that it was unlikely to progress outside). We exchanged our numbers and contact details and 

would keep them updated. Both neighbours were notified of the needs of the children at the earliest date and 

have been supportive with the needs of the young people at River lea.  

There has been a general discussion between River Lea and number 7 Warden Hill Road, that they would prefer 

adults from River Lea not to park their personal cars outside their home.  

mailto:ionela.chirisi@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

